34.	SAKYAMUNI THE BUDDHA,
It is difficult to believe at first sight that these two
learned Brahmins were so easily converted, and that this
doctrine became to them and to many a real gospel. Even
if they had not heard it from their own religious teachers
was it a truth so emancipating ? The answer seems to be
twofold: first, that it is one thing to know a doctrine,
another to be gripped by it, and to meet men who are
radiant with it; and second, that this is what Sakyamuni
achieved..,.
Let us picture this courageous teacher with his disciples
grouped about him on the Vulture Peak, or some similar
height. For twenty-five centuries they have sought the
mountain tops, and these are still the fastnesses of the
Dhamma.1 Master and disciples sit calmly meditating,
and after the Indian manner they wait for him to speak.
At last a smile lights up his face, and he points to where
a peasant is carrying his burden of faggots down from the
hill-side: 'Listen, O monks/ 'Speak, lord.7 *I will teach
you the parable of the burden and its bearer, of the taking
of it up, and the laying of it down/2 He then proceeds to
show that the burden is bodily existence, that the bearer
is the individual consciousness, that the taking up of the
burden is Tanha, that it is the craving to be and to have
which brings man to rebirth, and that the laying down of
the burden is the putting aside of such craving. And then
that they may the better remember it, he sings them a little
gatha or hymn :
This body is of Khandhas made,
'Tis man this burden bears,
Oh! with what joy aside 'tis laid,,
'Tis taken up with tears. 3
1	Dhamma is the Pali form of Dharma, Law, or Norm: Tanha is the
Pali form of Trishna, Desire or Thirst: Nibbana of Nirvanaj Gotama of
Gautama.
 2	Mahavagga, i. 21, B.T., p. 351.
 3	Samyutta Nikaya, B.T., pp. 159-60. This little parable was not unnaturally
misunderstood in later days, the Sammitiya School interpreting it to mean that
man is something more than the Khandhas which make up his 'burden*, see
Poussin, E.R.E., voL xi, Sammitiyas—and note his endorsement of this view as
*a good and truly Buddhist one*.

